
"Let's Start Here"
Colossians 1:1-14

Who are we now that we've put our faith in Jesus?
The saints of God and the children of God (1-2)

These two verses are simply the "from" and "to" of Paul's letter to the church of Colossae. Paul's 
introduction of himself, however, gives us a great picture of Paul's understanding of who we are in Jesus. Paul 
was an apostle not because he earned it or because he wanted to be an apostle; instead, Paul was an apostle 
because it was the will of God for his life. From this frame of reference, Paul addresses the believers in 
Colossae based on their identity in Jesus. From the very beginning we see that it is important to Paul that 
these believers understand who they truly are because of their faith in Jesus Christ. For Paul, these individuals 
weren't just members of the church of Colossae. For Paul, these individuals weren't just men and women who 
were parents, grandparents, craftsmen, or farmers who believed in Jesus. For Paul, these individuals were the 
saints of God! They were holy and set apart by God for His glory and His purpose. For Paul, these individuals 
were the children of God, who were able to call Him their heavenly Father! What a simple and powerful 
reminder of who we truly are when we put our faith in Jesus.
1. Throughout the New Testament, "saint" is not some title that's only given to a special, superhero class of 

believer, but it's a title that is routinely used to identify all followers of Jesus. Why do we have a hard time 
seeing each other as the saints of God?

2. We've all heard the saying that "if you say it enough times, people will believe it." This is known as the 
power of suggestion, which is bad when it's false but good when it's true. How does this fit into Paul 
reminding the believers in Colossae about their true identity as the saints of God?

3. What are some implications of the fact that we are God's children (in terms of our relationship with God and 
with each other)?

What should we see in our lives as the evidence of who we are in Jesus?
Faith in Jesus, love for each other, and a hope in heaven (3-8)

In the next few verses of Paul's letter, he takes time to thank the Lord for all of the saints in Colossae. 
The fact that Paul does this tells us that the believers in Colossae were living their lives in such a way that their 
faith in Jesus was evident, which is why Paul can thank the Lord for the faith that the saints in Colossae have 
in Jesus Christ. This may seem obvious since they can't be saints and children of God without faith in Jesus, 
but there's more about the way that they're living that confirms their faith. Specifically, their faith was impacting 
how they treated one another. Twice in these verses Paul points to their love for one another! And all of this, 
Paul says, comes from the hope that they have in heaven. Does the evidence of their faith sound familiar: 
Faith, love, and hope? Paul understands what's not hard to understand: The basic evidence of faith is simple.
1. Make a list in your group of the evidence of our faith in Jesus that others may see.
2. Read John 13:35, what does Jesus say about the evidence of our faith in Him? How do we see this in our 

faith family? Thank God for our love for one another, and pray that He will protect and grow it for His glory!
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3. Take time as a group to talk about simple ways that you can show your love for each other within your 
Connect Group. Is your group doing these things? If not, what do you need to do to get started?

4. Heaven is real and our reward is a promise. How often does the hope of heaven cross your mind? How 
does the hope of heaven help at times of loss and hurt? How does the hope of heaven also help us keep 
the right perspective in times of blessing and happiness here on earth?

How do we get the strength and the knowledge to live for Jesus?
Pray (9)

Paul said that he had not stopped praying for the saints in Colossae. What an incredible commitment! 
It's not that Paul spent all of his time praying for them, but he did persistently and continually keep them in his 
prayers. They needed to grow in their knowledge of Jesus. They needed strength in their faith to overcome the 
attacks of the enemy in this world against their faith. They needed to understand God's Will for their lives in 
order to follow His Will for their lives. Paul didn't have the power to do any of these things. God the Holy Spirit 
is the only One who can give us understanding into the things of God. God is the only One who has power 
over the enemy in this world. God is the only One with the knowledge of His Will for our lives. Because of all of 
this, the only thing that Paul could do was pray, setting the example and reminding these believers of what they 
can do too: Pray!
1. If you take a trip to a place that you've never been before, do you go without taking a map or using your 

GPS or map app on your phone? Why? The map has information that we don't know but that we need in 
order to get to where we're going. How does this life truth connect to the importance of prayer?

2. How would you describe your prayer life?
3. Are you praying for the spiritual growth and strength of others on a regular basis? If not, how can you make 

this a part of your weekly prayer time as a Connect Group? Pray for each other right now.

How do we know that God has all of the answers for all of the questions in our lives?
God is the source of all answers and all power (9-12)

Later in this letter, Paul will be addressing questions and issues in the church of Colossae related to the 
sufficiency of Jesus in our salvation and our lives as Christians, so at this point he begins to lay the foundation 
for the fact that believers don't need to look to anyone but God for all of the answers to the questions in their 
lives and for all of the power to live our lives for Jesus. Paul's prayer makes this clear as he asks God alone to 
fill these saints in Colossae with "all wisdom and understanding" and "all power." There's no need to point them 
to any other source of knowledge. There's no reason to recommend some supplemental power for living their 
lives for God. God is the only source that's needed because God is the source of all answers and all power.
1. What sources of knowledge and understanding do people sometimes look to in their lives? What about 

you? How do these sources that we often turn to line-up with God's Word?
2. Do you have a hard time accepting that God is sufficient for all that we need in life? Read 2 Timothy 

3:16-17. What does this verse say about God's Word and wisdom/understanding. Do you believe this?
3. Paul says God has the power to help us endure and have patience "with joy!" How is this possible?

Why should we live for Jesus?
Because He's saved us from our sins and made us His own (13-14)

Paul ends this prayer for these saints in Colossae by reminding them of the glory of what they've 
received in Jesus! Through Jesus, they have been transferred from a reign of darkness to the Kingdom of the 
Son of God! Through Jesus, their sins have been forgiven, and they've been redeemed by God! What an 
incredible reminder of the motivation that we have to live for Jesus in faith, love, and hope! He's the source of 
life; He's the Savior for our sins; He's the King who makes us His own and brings us to His Kingdom. What 
else do we need?
1. What's your testimony of being delivered from the domain of darkness. Share how it felt to be transferred 

into the Kingdom of Jesus.
2. Who have you been praying for that's captured in the domain of darkness? Pray for their salvation by the 

power of Jesus!
3. Through faith in Jesus, you have been redeemed and forgiven. Do you know this, or do you have a hard 

time accepting this? If you are a believer, pray that this truth would penetrate and fill your heart. Praise and 
thank God together for His grace and love in forgiving and redeeming us in Jesus.
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